Contemporary Personalities
\ | <•                       true that languid warfare tends not to save bl<
but to squander it.   Any fruitless sacrifice of n was  abhorrent  to the British  Commander,  but never shrank from putting down what he belies '                       to be the price of substantial success.    The trou
• '                      was that quite often he and his Staff officers w<
I "                      entirely   mistaken.    But   he   cared   for   his   men
for their health and welfare—no less than for th steadiness and stability.    Indeed, ungracious thou it may sound, he cared for them more than th cared, or could perhaps reasonably be expected i      i,   :                  care, for him.    He was never actually roaccessibl
but he was always quite remote. There have oft< been men in high places—and he was one of them-who from sheer selflessness cannot understand tl value which attaches to a genial air; to a famili* nod of the head; to the motion of an outstretche -                 hand.
The coming of Haig would never—like the corr.
I                            ing of Roberts—light up faces in the camp.    Bu
]              ;              if he did not win affection, he enjbyed the confidenc
(    l                of  every  individual  on  the  Western  Front,   fron
i                     the  Army  Commander  to  the  last-joined  recruit
]                     And as the Commander-in-Chief gave, so he expeetec
«    M              to Deceive, the best that lay within the powers  o:
j              :             subordinates.    Slackness    in    work,    sloppiness    ir.
appearance, were insupportable to him; plain incompetence he pitilessly rejected as prejudicial tc the public service. But if never fluent in praise, he was slow in reprimand, especially for what seemed an erroi? of judgment. Rebuke was infrequent, and-ieserved for flagrant neglect. But when it .p.ame, it was scathing in text and tone. Yet often so strict was the judgment he passed on him-
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